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1850 WRECK INF NFORMATI 
Rig Vessel ‘Location 
| Bark | ACADIA Trinidad Bay 3- 2-1861 | Struck rock 
| Ste ACTIVE 22 m. S. of Cape Mendocino | 6- 5-1870 | Struck rock, beached 
| Brig | AEOLUS Humboldt Bar 1-28-1863 | S. of Bar 11) miles 
| Str AJAX Blunt's Reef 9-18-1890 | Built at N. Y. 1864 
Str ALASKA Blunt's Reef 8-16-1921 | 48 lives lost 
}Sch | ALBERT and EDWARD Capsized on Humboldt Bar 4-18-1876 | Salvaged, 5 lives lost 
eeg AMANDA AGER Ashore at Gold Bluffs 12-16-1871 | 
| Str AMERICA Crescent City Harbor 6-24-1855 | Burned, salvaged 
| Sch ANNA NERMINE Cape Mendocino 6 61885 
| Sch ANNIE GEE Humboldt Bar 2-13-1885 | Refloated Dec. 1885 
Sch BARBARA Shelter Cove 12- 2-1889 
Str BEAR Bear River 6-14-1916 5 lives lost 
Str BROOKLYN Capsized on Humboldt Bar 11- 861930 | 19 
Str BROTHER JONATHAN Pt. St. George Reef 7-30-1865 | 171 lives lost 
Sch CENTENNIAL Klamath River Bar 4 -1877 | 2 lives lost 
Str CHARLES NELSON Burned at Fields Landing 4-23-1913 | Converted to Barge 
Sch | CHARLOTTE Klamath River Bar 2- 5-1856 | 
Str CHICO Shelter Cove 7-18-1906 | ex - “Alice Blanchard” 
| Ste CHILKAT Humboldt Bar 4 4.1899 | 9 lives lost 
} Str CLEONE Struck Point Gorda 12- 7-1900 | Built in 1887 
Str CLEONE Humboldt Bar 4-9-1931 | ex “Gualala” 
Sch COLLAROY (Br.) 1¥) m. S. of Mad River 7-7-1889 
Str | COLUMBIA 16 m. S. of Point Gorda 7-21-1907 | 100 lives lost 
Str COMMODORE PREBLE | Humboldt Bar 5- 6-185) | Ashore North Spit 
| Str CONTINENTAL Eel River Bar 12-12-1877 | 
Sch | CORINTHIAN 3m. N. of Humboldt Bar 6-11-1906 | 2 lives lost 
Bark | CORNWALLIS Humboldt Bar 6 -1852 
Str CORONA Humboldt Bar 3- 1-1907 | | life lost 
Str CORONADO Burned off Humboldt Bar 4-27-1917 | Sank off Pt. Arena 
Str DAISY MATTHEWS Waterlogged off Trinidad 5- 5.1940 | Ashore Dry Lagoon 
Str DAISY PUTNAM Struck Point Gorda 11-22-1929 
Sch | DASHAWAY 22 m. S. of Cape Mendocino 12-30-1863 | 14 lives lost 
Sch DAUNTLESS Klamath River Bar 4-12-1894 | Salvaged, 4 lives lost 
| G. Sch] DAWN 5 m. N. of Trinidad 8-15-1907 | Hit Mussel Rock 
| Str EDITH Eel River Bar 5-22-1884 | Sternwheeler 
| Sch | EDWARD PARKE Humboldt Bar 9- 5-1880 | Salvaged, 2 lives lost 
| Sch ELNORAH 50 m. W. of Cape Mendocino | 10-22-1897 | Run down and capsized 
| Str EMIBIO 20 m. off Blunts Reef 12-20-1941 | Torpedoed by Jap Sub 
| Str EVERETT 4m. S. of Table Bluff 10-29-1926 | Destroyed by fire 
| Sch | FIDELITY Capsized Humboldt Bar 11-16-1889 | 6 lives lost 
| Str GEO. W. LOOMIS Off Blunts Reef 12-19-1918 
| Bark | HARTFORD Humboldt Bar 1864 | 2 lives lost 
USS |H3 Samoa Beach 12-14-1916 | Salvaged 
| Bark | HOME Humboldt Bar 7- 4-1852 | Ashore South Spit 
| Str HUMBOLDT Struck Point Gorda 9-28-1895 | “Old” Humboldt 
Str INDIANA HARBOR 10 m. S. of Point Gorda 5-18-1927 
Bark | JANE Humboldt Bar 1851 | Ashore North Spit 
Sch J. M. RYERSON Humboldt Bar 12-14-1858 | Collided with Tug 
Brig | JOHN ‘CLIFFORD Humboldt Bar 6  -1852 | Ashore North Spit 
Brig | KALUNA 3 m. N. of Shelter Cove 12- -1867 | “Sandwich Island Brig” 
Str KATHERINE DONOVAN | Struck S. Jetty Humboldt Bar} 1-24-1941 
Str LAGUNA Ashore a. Gold Bluffs 7-25-1900 | Struck near Tillamook 
Str LAURA ELLEN Sunk in Eel River - -1869 
Sch | LAURA PIKE Capsized Humboldt Bar 11-22-1878 | Salvaged, 7 lives lost 
Bark | LILE (Ger.) 14 m. N. of Shelter Cove 12-25-1884 | 5 lives lost 
Sch | LIZZIE SHA Big Flat 11-30-1872 | 2 lives lost 
Sch | LOLA Trinidad Bay 1-17-1878 
Sch MABEL GRAY  m. N. of Centerville 1-29-1892 | Refloated 7-19-1892 
G. Sch} MAGNOLIA beta Klamath River Bar 4- B-1916 | Salvaged, 2 lives lost 
Str MANDALAY Ashore 9 m. N. of Klamath R. | 10-27-1918 | Hit Fauntleroy Rock 
Sch MARIETTA Humboldt Bar 12-21-1877 
Str MARY ANN 114 m. S. of Humboldt Bar 1-28-1863 | Refloated 6-29-1863 
Sch MARY BUHNE 8 m. W. of Humboldt Bar 12-18-1903 | Rammed and Sunk by Str 
Bark | MARY F. SLADE Cape Mendocino 9- 6-1859 
Str MENDOCINO Humboldt Bar 12-22-1888 | 1 life lost 
Str MERCED 5 m. S. of Point Gorda 10-15-1913 | Hit Reynolds Rock 
Str MERRIMAC Capsized on Humboldt Bar 2-22-1863 | Salvaged, 13 lives lost 
Sch MEXICAN Humboldt Bar 12-10-1853 | 4 lives lost 
|} USS | MILWAUKEE Samoa Beach 1-17-1917 
Yeht | NEMAHA Shelter Cove 7-12-1925 
| Str NEWSBOY Humboldt Bar 3-31-1906 | First Ship of $ Line 
) Str NORTHERNER Centerville Beach 1- 5-1860 | 32 lives lost 
) Str NORTH FORK Point Gorda 9-21-1919 
Sch | OCCIDENTAL 16 m. S. of Mattole River 2- 9-1902 
Sch PARAGON Crescent City Harbor 3- -1850 
Sch | PIEDMONTE Humboldt Bar 2- 1-1855 | Ashore North Spit 
Str QUEEN CHRISTINA (Br.)}| Pt. St. George Reef 10-21-1907 
| Ste QUINAULT Point Gorda 10- 41917 
| Str REDWOOD Burned off Humboldt Bar 9-18-1939 *“Deiey” 
Str RIVERSIDE Blunts Reef 6-19-1913 
Sch SAN JACINTO Humboldt Bar 1850 
Str SEA GULL Humboldt Bar 1- -1852 | Ashore North Spit 
| Str SEQUOIA Humboldt Bar 1-14-1907 | Hit North Jetty 
G. Sch} SHARK Crescent City Harbor - -1927 
| USS | SHUBRICK Big Flat 9-14-1867 | Refloated 6-26-1868 
| Sch SIERRA NEVADA Humboldt Bar 12- 1-1854 
G. Sch} SOTOYOME 14 m. NW. Cape Mendocino 12- 7-1907 | Hulk buried North Spit 
| Sch SPUD Humboldt Bar 1t- -1872 | Lost by stranding 
| Str ST. PAUL Point Gorda 10- 5-1905 
| Bark | SUCCESS Humboldt Bar -1860 
| Ste SUSAN OLSON Foundered off Pt. St. George i 16-1942 “Willamette” 
Sch | SUSAN WARDWELL Humboldt Bar 3- -185! 
Bark | T. H. ALLEN Humboldt Bar - -1862 
Str TIVERTON S. Jetty Humboldt Bar 1-19-1933 | Hulk burned 2-3-1933 
Sch TORONTO Capsized Humboldt Bar 5-17-1856 | Lost by Tug 
Str TRICOLOR (Nor.) YY m. S. of Bear River 7-25-1905 
Sch UNION FOREVER Trinidad Bay 11-15-1866 
Str WALLA WALLA 9 m. W. of Cape Mendocino 1- 2-1902 | 40 lives lost 
Str WASHINGTON Hit S. Jetty Humboldt Bar 2-11-1932 | Hulk burned Aug. 1934 
Str WEEOTT Humboldt Bar 12- |-1899 | 2 lives lost 
Brig WILLIMANTIC Off Humboldt Bar 1-3-1875 | 8 lives lost 
Str WILMINGTON Mad River Beach 10-23-1931 
Str WIZARD Point Gorda 5-29-1907 | Towing Bktn “Northwest” 
YELLOWSTONE Hit S. Jetty Humboldt Bar 2-24-1933 


ABBREVIATIONS AUTHORITIES 
Str Stes: 
a Schooner MERCHANT STEAM VESSELS OF THE U. 8 
G Gas Schooner 
tes MARINE OF THE PACIFIC 
css United States 


German 
Norwegian 


THE NEGLECTED WATERS OF THE PACIFIC COAST, Dept. of Com- 
merce, Washington, D.C. 1918 


HUMBOLDT TIMES, Bureka, California. Shipping Pages, 1854-1956 


1807-1868, LisT, 
196: 


ip Historical Society of America, Mystic, Conn 
NORTHWEST, Lewis 


| 


from Humboldt Bay 
clseo in February, 


1879, Mr. John Felt and some fri 


AUGUST 1957 


NORTHER:! 


COMPILED BY 
WALLACE E. MARTIN 
EUREKA, CALIFORNIA 


MEMBER 


Nautical Research Gulld 


U.S. Naval Institate 


COPYRIGHT 1956 


MISSING 


SHIPS 


passengers and a full 
Never heard from again. 


HARVEST QUE 
or Sa 
156) 


SOUTH COAST, 


UNKNOWN. A portion of the deck 
and stern of a vessel came ashore 
near Gold Bluffs In January, 1569. 
A large brindle bull dog lay on the 
never 


deck, dead. The vessel was 
Identified. 
UNKNOWN. On November 


sighted from Rainbow Ridge a ship 
on fire from three to five miles off- 
shore and below the mouth of the 


| 


Brig, 
Fra: 
. Disappeared. 


Str. sailed from 
Crescent City for Coos Bay, Oregon 
on September 16, 1930 and was nev- 
er seen again. 


then disappeared below the 
urface of the sea. No identifica- 
tion was ever made. 


COMPILER’S NOTE 


During the past 100 years the 
shoreline of Northwestern Califor. 


the size of thie 


| lous of vessel, with 
here regarded 


HUMBOLDT .- 


Steamship Historical Soclety of America 


OF THE 


COAST 


y CALIFORNIA, 


Vol. 9, No. & 


MARINE DISASTERS @ 


DEL NORTE 


USA 


Ss. S. CORONA 
Wrecked on Humboldt Bar 


March 1, 1907 


Pt St George 
a 


J 


3 
~ 
if 
i 
= 
WESTERN BELLE, Bktn, sailed 
ory from San Francisco for Eureka in 
‘ January, 1868 with number of 
of freight. MESCENT 
ing toward shore, and was a mass of 
flames, Sb ne r about half 
@ 
hy Humboldt 
Tink 
Gus maritime mishaps. "Ships, both 
| 
oro 
AG 
most cases shipyard crew Uy fs} 
: 
one. 
few exce 
& marine disaster. 
False Cape 
Cape /tencocine 
Pa 
\ 
‘3 
Spanish Flat X 
3/9 Flat \ 
ow. Shelter Cove 
= 


NAUTICAL RESEARCH JOURNAL 


KINKS FROM A DUFFER'S NOTEBOOK 
by 


Geo. L. Moskovics NRG. 


I am an amateur ship modeler, a hobbyist. I have progressed in the usual 
steps from kits through plans and detailed books of instruction, from the sim- 
plest to the more complex. 


Like so many of my kind, the shop facilities at my disposal are limited. 
In fact, I am forced to do my work on a kitchen table. And since neighbors in 
the apartment where I live object vehemently to any noise much louder than an 
electric fan, the only power tool I can use is a Dreml. 


However, by equipping the Dreml with a sewing machine foot pedal speed con- 
trol and using it in the Dreml drill press which is available as well as in a min- 
iature lathe I have contrived, I manage to make out. But to do good work under 
these hampering restrictions has required me to devise various gadgets and contrap- 
tions, some of which might not have been necessary under more ideal shop conditions. 


I'm certainly no expert so there undoubtedly are better ways than these make- 
shifts to do the various jobs called for in making a workmanlike model. And if any 
of the many experts in the Guild, reading these remarks in the Journal, would sug- 

gest improvements I would be most grateful. 


All I know is that they work for me. and if you find that these stunts--or 
any variations of them which your own ingenuity may suggest--work as well for you, 
I will be well content. 


Random Ideas 


In general, one of the best "kinks" I know is to take your time. Amateur ship 
modelling is a hobby, not a job. So time definitely is not of the essence. 


Take plenty of time to let paint dry, glue set, and cordage stretch. If in 
doubt, set the job aside, no matter how interesting it may be or how eager you are 
to get on with it "to see how it's going to look". Fortunately, there's always 
something else to do. 


Another good "kink" is that whenever anything doesn't look right, check it. If 
it's wrong, rip it out then and there, and do it over. You will find it is usually 
much easier to correct an error at once rather than later on. For errors are often 


cumulative. They have a way of compounding, causing other errors that also will 
have to be corrected. 


For a third "kink", make drawings of everything. Not necessarily finished 
mechanical projections unless such are called for to determine certain dimensions, 
check clearances, ascertain angles and the like. Even the simplest freehand sketches 
either in mechanical projection or perspective will help to clarify what you are 
trying to do and will go a long way towards preventing troublesome mistakes. As, 

for example, having the detailed dimensions of some part fail to add up to the 
desired overall dimension. 


Moreover, when you are not too sure of what a certain direction means or how a 


part or assembly is going to work or to look, a drawing or sketch will frequently 
solve your problem. 
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Whether you are building the simplest model or the most fully detailed one, re- 
member you are doing this for fun. And the better you do the job the more fun 
you'll have. 


Pigging Kinks 


Most instructions I have seen suggest following the procedure used in rigging 
an actual ship. But very often the small cramped spaces available on a model, as 
well as the much greater proportionate stiffness of the cordage, make it most dif- 
ficult to do a good, ship-shape, seamanly job this way. , 


For example, most writers of instruction manuals tell you to start by stepping 
the lower masts, then reeving the shrouds through the tops in proper order. Next 
you are told to seize each pair of shrouds and, later, all the shrouds together, 
close up under the top. Now, with the mast in place and almost no room in which to 
work, there's a nice job for you! The above is especially true if all standing 
parts of the rigging are seized instead of merely being hitched or knotted. 


Parenthetically, hitches are almost always used only where they are to be 
taken down from time to time in the operation of the ship. Permanent joints and 
connections are usually made by splicing or seizing. And since it is beyond the 
skill and dexterity of most amateur modelers to make trim, seamanlike splices in 
the kind of cordage used on small scale (say, 1/8":1') models, seizing makes an 
ideal compramise. 


So, what with one thing and another, I find it handiest to rig the masts as 
completely as possible before stepping them in the hull. This, of course, includes 

topmast and t'gallant shrouds completely set up to their deadeyes and rattled; ’ 
Jacob's ladders complete and in place; the eyes of all stays, backstays and pre- * 


venters and even the standing parts of braces where they are seized to the masts. é 
Sometimes where a stay is seized at both ends like a t'gallant or royal stay, a 


choice has to be made as to which end will be easiest to seize after the masts are 
stepped. 


A word of caution. As you set up the topmast and t'gallant shrouds and the 
eyes for the various braces and stays, don't forget to mount the yards in their 
proper places on the masts as you go along. I know of hardly anything more aggra- 
vating than to do a nice job of setting up and rattling down the topmast or 

t' gallant shrouds only to find you have forgotten to slide the yard parrells on 
the mast first and have to do the job all over again. 


To do this you will, of course, have to have each yard completed, preferably 
in full detail. But this, I think you will agree, should be done in any case. 


The whole point of all this, of course, is to do as much of the "fiddling" 
work like seizing and rattling while you can get at it handily, turning the parts 
about and upside down to get the most convenient position for each. However, I do 
not believe a really good job can be done by rattling down before the shrouds are 
set up to their deadeyes as some handbooks recommend. A certain amount of adjust- 
ing of the shrouds will have to be done to set them up taut and shipshape, whereupon 
your ratlines are liable to go askew. Furthermore, unless the shrouds are quite 
taut while rattling down, it will be found most difficult to keep them straight 
without a curving convergence. 


But in setting up the shrouds--at the topmast and t'gallant before stepping 
and at the lower masts after stepping--leave plenty of lanyard in the deadeyes. In 


- 
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rattling, especially if clove hitches are used at the ends of the ratlines, it is 
next to impossible to avoid introducing a little slack here and there, which can be 


removed by taking up on the lanyards. 


In fact, this is a good rule in all rigging. On halliards and braces, for ex- 
ample, you may have to bring them down to the deck and belay several times before 
you get them to lead just right. Also, as the braces are clapped on and belayed, 
the cordage itself sets up certain strains, especially on the t'gallant-royal- 
skys'l pole, when the braces are stretched taut, which may, in turn, introduce 


slack in some of the rigging already set up. 


If one end of the stays is left free for adjustment, this can then be taken 
up. Also, in accommodating the rigging to these necessary changes you might have 
to alter the leads of some of the running rigging. With plenty of line you can 
take the lines adrift or belay as often as may be necessary to do a good job. 


A Clamp to Hold Lines When Seizing or Bend ing Deadeyes 


One of the nicer jobs in rigging is to get all the deadeyes of a set of shrouds 
and backstays in proper alignment and with just the right amount of clearance be- 
tween the upper and lower deadeyes. Here is a little gadget that may help: (refer 


to figures one and two on page 99) 


Bend an eye in the shroud at approximately the proper length and apply the 
clamp as shown in Fig. 2. Take a piece of dowel of the same diameter as the dead- 
eye, insert an end into the eye and exert enough downward tension to straighten out 
the shroud. Then, using either a pair of dividers or a gauge made from a little 
piece of scrap, check the clearance between the two deadeyes. 


By loosening the clamp you can lengthen or shorten the shroud, until the clear- 
ance is just right when the shrow is under proper tension. Care must be taken in 
this operation, especially in setting up the backstays of the upper masts, not to 
pull the masts out of proper alignment either fore and aft or thwart-ship. 


It may be found to be a good idea to set up temporary or "jury" rigging to 
hold the masts in proper alignment while setting up the standing rigging. Each 

element of the rigging, shrouds, stays and backstays, should be represented in the 
jury rig so that all masts are properly positioned while the permanent rigging is 


being set up. 


When the shroud or backstay is of the proper length, insert the deadeye in 
place of the dowel, clap on your seizings and remove the clamp. You might prefer 

to reeve the lanyards through the deadeyes before removing the clamps as an aid in 
preventing twisting of the deadeyes. But as with the clamp in place, the shrouds 
are not free to twist as tension is applied, I like to remove the clamps and let the 
shrouds find their own natural twist under tension before reeving the lanyards. 


Lining up the Holes in Deadeyes 


As any modeler knows, the center hole in the upper deadeye should be at the 
top and in the lower deadeye at the bottom. When setting the lower deadeyes in the 
chain plates or futtock shrouds and the upper deadeyes in the shrouds or backstays, 
these holes may drift out of proper alignment, in which case the reeving of the lan- 


yards will be wrong and look it. 
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Here's a simple little tool that will help you twist the deadeyes in their 
mountings into proper alignment. (Figure three on page 99) Cut off the heads of 
three lills ($" bank pins), sharpen the cut ends and set them in the end of a piece 
of dowell so the spacing of the pins is the same as that of the holes in the deadeye. 
Make the pins a good tight fit in the dowel so they will stay in place. When a 
deadeye has to be realigned, insert the pins in the holes of the deadeye and turn 
with a slow, steady twist. 


By bringing the other end of the dowel to a smooth point and driving in another 
lill, as shown in Fig. 3, you will have a nice tool to clear and burnish the holes 
in deadeyes and blocks to make the reeving of lanyards and lines easier. 


On very small deadeyes when the holes are smaller than a l1ill, you may have to 
substitute small size hard brass wire. Naturally the smaller the diameter of the 
wire, the shorter should be the distance it protrudes from the end of the doel. 


A Rattling Good Tool 


In rattling down, the ratlines must be lashed to the shroud in proper length 
over-all and between adjacent shrouds so that they all converge evenly and in straight 
lines and not irregularly spaced or curved. Also, the distances between ratlines has 
to be uniform. 


I like to use a clove hitch for the ratlines on the forward and after shrouds 
with single hitches in between. To get the proper effect the positions of the 
hitches must be adjusted fore and aft, as well as up and down. Here's a little stunt 


. that makes this job somewhat easier. (Figure four on page 99) 


Use the “spacer” end to gauge the spacing of the ratlines. Use the other end 
to shift the lashings fore or aft or up or down as required. 


Making Coils for Ends of Lines 


One of the nicer touches on any model is to have the coils of the lines hang 
on the belaying pins as they would ina real ship. But owing to the relative stiff- 
ness of the model cordage, this is not easy to do, especially when the line is be- 
layed in cramped quarters, say alongside a deck house. 


The best way I have found to do this is to cut off the line close to the belay- 
ing pin (holding the hitch with a tiny spot of watered-down glue) and then making a 
coil out of the cut-off end of the line and slinging it over the belaying pin. The 
coil may be held in place with a spot of glue and pressed down to "drape" right. 


Making the coils, though, was a troublesome little job until I devised the 
rig shown in Figs. 5 and 6. 


Start by catching one end of the line in the notch. Then lay as many coils 
over the dowels as your belaying pin will conveniently take. With the coils in 
place, bring the line under them and finish off with a simple hitch drawn up tight, 
a little above the center of the coils. Touch the hitch with diluted glue and cut 
off the end of the line about even with the lower end of the coils. Then remove the 
coil from the fixture, cut off the other end of the line close to the hitch and 
mount the coil over the belaying pin. I find it more convenient to make and mount 
each coil as I go along rather than trying to do them all at one time. This assures 
that the line and the coil will always match as to size and color and avoids having 
to fuss with and match up a lot of short line ends. 


Continued on page 113 
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"HEROS" - - French 74 gun ship-of-the-line - - circs 1781 - 1790 - - Stern Deteils 
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A NEW SHIP MODEL GALLERY 
The Collection at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston 
By Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 
This group, although not large, includes several unique examples of the ship 
modeler's art, and has recently been housed in a new gallery, wherein the cases, 


color and texture of background, the lighting, have been selected to show each 
model to its best advantage. 


True, the best display of such pieces is not always adequate, nor can the 
visitor carry away all of the bewildering detail of rigging, the beauty of box and 
pearwood exquisitely carved, the play of light on ivory and gold. 


One solution to this problem is pictures. 


The Museum's publication "SHIP MODELS," contains forty-seven black and white 
photogravures of these "fragments of shipwrightry"™ nearly half of which are the 
full page size, gs" x 11", and quite a number, especially those showing carved 
detail, are reproduced two or three times actual size. 


There are, in addition, a number of pictures available which are not shown 
in "SHIP MODELS", and of course, glossy photographs of these as well as those in 
the book, may be purchased separately. 


€ But to return to the collection. It is well known that Donald McKay's half 
models were destroyed long ago. Not so well known is the fact that three of the 
four surviving models are in this collection. His half hull of the famous "Great 
Republic" is here; a gift from his daughter, Mary Albena Bodemer. The "Washington 
Irving", his first ship built at Hast Bostm, and the "Romance of the Sea", his 
last extreme clipper ship, are both here as well, gifts of the late J. Templeman 
Coolidge, who also gave the builder's half model of the Brown & Bell ship "Samuel 
Russell", one of the earliest ships embodying the clipper design. 


The "Flying Cloui"” under full sail may well be the best of the very large 
number of models of this famous clipper. This model was built by the late 

Mr. H. E. Boucher from original drawings and data. The work was supervised by 
Captain Arthur E. Clark, a master of sail himself, and a boyhood friend of McKay. 
This model is the gift of Frederick C. Fletcher. 


Another gift of Mr. Fletcher is the original Admiralty model, in boxwood, of 
H.M.S. Royal George of 1715, still mounted on its original marquetry base. It is 
doubted if a more finely-executed model exists. The frieze, stern, and the double 
equestrian figurehead are superb examples of the carver's art. 


In the collection is also the "Heros", another gift of Mr. Coolidge. Planked 
in whalebone, the black streaks of baleen, with the masts, spars and fine carving 
in ivory, this model emphasizes the skill of the professional ivory worker, 

prisoner-of-war though he may have been. Her large size and contemporary mounting 
mark her as extraordinary. 


Unique also, is the large contemporary painting on vellum of the "Sovereign of 
the Seas" of 1637. It is thought that this painting was executed by Pett himself, 
and reveals the tremendous detail of her carved decoration. Only one other 
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similar work is known, painted by Willem Van de Velde, the Elder, which shows her 
port side, with the entering port. The Museum's painting shows the starboard side 
without a port. It is, to the writer's knowledge, the only starboard view of this 
famous ship. Both must have been done before 1652, as she was cut down to a two- 
decker in that year. 


Among some three-score pieces in the gallery, are models ranging in aize from 
about seven inches to over ten feet in length, including several complete with 
sails. The earliest example dates from circa 1690 - the latest, 1881. Of these 
@ scant half dozen models may be classed as modern, or "reproductions". 


---000--- 
Note by the Secretary 


The following letter accompanied the article and is included herewith for the 
further interest of the members: 
July 3, 1957 
Dear Jim: 


I am enclosing a short article about the ship model collection here in the Bos- 
ton Museum of Fine Arts - also eight glossy prints to be used with it. - - These 
photos are from my own set - - -. The Museum's book "Ship Models" can be purchased 
for $1.25 per copy, post paid, from the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 15, Massachusetts. 
The copy enclosed is for your own collection. 


About the pictures: Most of the detail shots were taken under my supervision by 
Bob Wild, a good friend of mine, and an excellent photographer - -. The others were 
done by Mr. Moore, staff photographer of the Museum. Ed Moore has been with the 
Museum well over fifty years, ami is one of the finest chaps a man can know. It is 
due to the skill of both men that we are able to offer this fine collection of pic- 
tures. Dr. McLanathan himself, drew up the plans for the new ship room and certainly 
reflects his excellent taste and ability. Working with him was a real pleasure... 


---000--- 
UNCONFIRMED RUMOR 


In a recent issue of the JOURNAL the secretary reported the U.S.S. HARTFORD had 
sunk at her dock in the Portsmouth (Virginia) Navy Yard. No further word was received 
as to the condition of the hulk for several months - and then one of the members of 
the Washington Ship Model society advised the craft had been raised, but no sponsors 
could be found who would be willing to restore the ship. When last seen, the historic 
craft was under tow to the wreckers - flying the Confederate flag... 


---000--- 
RESTORATION OF THE U.S. FRIGATE "CONSTELLATION" 


Business and industrial establishments in Maryland will be asked to support the 
$2,000,000 drive to restore and preserve the "Constellation". Some $800,000 of the 
fund will be the goal for August and September, and will initiate restorative measures 
and permit berthing facilities at Fort McHenry. The remaining $1,200,000 will be 
raised on a national basis. According to reports, this old ship is remarkably sound 
and 35% of her total hull is composed of original material, but the report did not 
indicate the "date" of the original material. The Department of Interior will take 
title of the "Constellation" once she has been berthed at Fort McHenry and will 
maintain her as an inspiration to future generations. 
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‘DECK DETAILS AT THE MAINMAST - - H.M.S. "ROYAL GEORGE" - - English First Rete - - Circa 1715 
€ Photography by Robert D. Wild 
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THE STEAM FRIGATE "MERRIMAC" 
As Reported in Ballou's Pictorial (1856) 


The engraving by Mr. Hill, a marine draughtsman of great excellence, represents 
the noble steam frigate as she now appears, rigged and equipped for service, with all 
her guns on board. The first of the fleet of steam frigates ordered to be built by 
Congress, she has been constructed with extraordinary celerity, considering her vast 
size. It is only about sixteen months since her keel was laid. In a twelvemonth 
thereafter, she was successfully leunched from the first shipyard at Charlestown, in 


the presence of an immense concourse of admiring .spectators, presenting a spectacle 
of great interest... 


Her model is a beautiful one, and reflects the highest credit on the ability of 
Mr. Lenthall, the chief of the bureau of construction. To Mr. Delano, naval con- 
structor of the Charlestown navy-yard, and Mr. Melvin Simmons, master carpenter, the 
practical carrying out of the naval architect's design is to be credited. These 
gentlemen may well be proud in their share of this floating leviathan, for she is 
four thousand tons burthen. 


The huge cannon, which show their grim muzzles through the port-holes, were cast 
at Alger's foundry, South Boston. She is a propeller, pierced for seventy guns, but 
will carry only fifty at present. We regard the steam frigate "Merrimac" as a com- 
plete success, and cannot but rejoice at this commencement of a steam navy worthy of 
the name. Heretofore, our steam vessels have been anything but creditable to the 
country. The best of them could not compare with inferior vessels of the same class 
in the French and English navies, and their performance was anything but satisfactory. 
The completion of the "Merrimac" commences as we hope, & new era. 


We can send this fine vessel to any quarter of the globe, with the full confi- 
dence she will excite admiration and respect. We are well aware that a steam navy is 
costly; but yet we believe there can be no better investment of the public money. It 
is absolutely necessary to keep pace with other nations in our provisions for defence. 
To be completely prepared, armed at all points, is the surest way of preventing ag- 
gression, and we all know how much cheaper prevention is than cure. A squadron of 
sailing vessels can be soon equipped, and in case of war, our mercantile marine 
might be largely drawn upon for the exigencies of the government. But a steam navy 
cannot be created on the spur of a moment. 


Notwithstanding the zeal and industry displayed in building the "Merrimac", we 
have seen that sixteen months were required to complete her, and this despatch is 
cited as extraordinary. Our government has done wisely in not waiting for the emer- 
gency, to commence the good work. -- (Material was supplied by Mrs. B. M. Dane of 
Waltham, Massachusetts, from family papers.) 


THE MARK OF THE RAM 
By Eugene L. Leahy, Elmira, N. Y. 
The lives of ships are similar to the lives of people - unpredictable. Little 
did the crowds of people who watched the launching of this particular vessel, rea- 
lize she was destined to serve under two flags and under two different names. Nor 


did they ever dream that the nation that was responsible for her birth would suffer 
its greatest loss from her guns. 


She was one of the finest examples of naval architecture afloat at the time of 
her launching at the Charleston Navy Yerd in 1856. She was 281' long with a beam of 
52' and a draft of 23'. Power was provided by an 800 HP steam engine, which drove 4 
two-bladed propeller 14' in diameter and so fabricated that it could be raised from 
the water when the vessel was under sail. 
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Only forty-five minutes were required for the VIRGINIA to finish off the CUMBER- 
LAND. After that, Captain Buchanan ordered her guns trained on the partially manned 
CONGRESS, which in an effort to avoid the fate of the CUMBERLAND, had run aground. 


It is doubted that Captain Buchanan kmew his brother was on the Union vessel, but in 
any event, a broadside was poured into the helpless frigate. Hundred pound shots 
raked her fram stem to stern and the carnage was terrific. It is not surprising, 
that with the ship on fire in three places, that the flag was lowered in surrender 
against such hopeless odds. 


Sharpshooters from shore stations continued their fire on the VIRGINIA and Cap- 
tain Buchanan, thinking the shots came from the CONGRESS, went top side for a better 
look and was wounded in the hip. In retaliation, another broadside was poured into 

the CONGRESS taking a high toll of the survivors and wounded who were attempting to 

escape the fire. Eventually, the officers were taken prisoner, and enlisted men al- 
lowed to escape by boat to shore. The frigate continued to burn until midnight when 
the fires reached her magazine and completed her destruction. 


On leaving the burning CONGRESS, the VIRGINIA turned toward the frigates St. LAW- 
RENCE and MINNESOTA. They too, were aground and totally unprepared for battle. There 
may be some explanation for such criminal unpreparedness of our fleet, but there was 

a similar lapse some 79 years later in another place called Pearl Harbor. 


Flushed with her victory over the CUMBERLAND and CONGRESS, the VIRGINIA steamed 
in very close to the MINNESOTA and was presented with a broadside. It has been recor- 
ded that some shells entered her port holes and approximately two feet of muzzle was 
forcefully removed from one of her cannon, but the fire did not disable the VIRGINIA. 


With darkness approaching, the VIRGINIA returned to anchorage behind Craney 
Island near the mouth of the Elizabeth River - leaving the ST. LAWRENCE and MINNE- 
& SOTA for tomorrow's target practice. 


The same evenins found much despair in what was left of the Union fleet. Batteries 
at Fort Monroe and Newport News anticipated some leisurely and effective fire from the 
enemy the next day, and were not comfortable in such thoughts. Telegraph wires hummed 
in all directions and news of the events of the day proved exalting in Richmond and 
depressing in Washington. How strange, it seemed to everyone, that a few plates of 
steel - properly used - could have such an effect on the navies of the world. 


At ten o'clock that fateful Saturday night, a sentry at Fort Monroe observed a 
strange procession putting in from the sea. He called his sergeant softly, and to- 
gether they watched two small steamers round Old Point Comfort with an odd looking 
raft in tow between them. On the raft was a small round tower. The two watchers, 
in amazement, asked a passing officer what the object was. Peering through the 
gloom, and illuminated by the still burning CONGRESS he answered, "Why it's 
Ericsson's floating battery. I think they callit the MONITOR"! 


The naval action that followed later in the day was the first battle of such kind 
that had ever been fought, and though it resulted in no defeat for either side, it was 
evident to the world that the day of the wooden warship was definitely past. 


---000--- 


Note by the secretary: There appears to be a universal and popular belief that 
ironclad vessels were not constructed prior to the MONITOR and the MERRIMAC, and gun 
e turrets originated with Ericsson. There were ironclad vessels in European navies 
years before this historic naval battle, and J. Scott Russell's voluminous work on 
naval architecture illustrates experiments with gun turrets that predate our own. 
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QUERIES 


087-1 - Austin G. Keegan, 821 Dolores Street, San Francisco 10, California - - Is 
planning to build a scale model of the ship ANDREW JACKSON and would appreciate in- 
formation relative to deck layout, lines of the vessel and rigging. 


087-2 - Raymond E. Pendleton, Post Road, R.F.D. #1, Westerly, R.I. - - advises he is 
building a model of the sloop GJOA at quarter scale from plans supplied from the HAMMS 
collection of plans at Smithsonian, and Miodel Shipways. He is presently trying to de- 
velop more details on the metal work on the yards and mast. Specifically, Mr. Pendleton 
wishes to know more about metal work on the fore and aft side of the mast which takes 
care of the foresail halliard and topsail halliard, also what metal work is there on 
the yards? 


087-3 - Norman N. Rubin, 10012 Portland Flace, Silver spring, Md. - - My particular 
model problem is the ship MALABAR launched Quebec 1856. Original name and shipyard 

is not known. She was registered in Bureau Veritas and American Bureau of Shipping. 
Was a typical full-modeled "timber ship"; over 100 built in quebec in 1856, in 13 
yards - none of which exist today. Loaded with timbers for the British Navy, sold 
there (?) to Rheinhardt & Dietrich of Havre. Sailed to U.S. ports; Master was Captain 
Outre, until 1885-1886, under name of MALABAR. New York agents C.C. Duncan & Co. are 
no longer in business. From American Bureau of Shipping: Iron knees, house cabin, two 
decks, length 161%", breadth 28'11", draft 19', depth 22'4", full model - 815 tons. 
(Noted that Mr. Rubin has consulted a number of leads - too numerous to repeat here, 
and continues:) Do you have any leads who might have photos or sketches or drawings 
showing rigging and deck arrangement of the old quebec “timber ships", and perhaps, 
even of the MALABAR? 


087-4 - Louis B. McCagg, Todd Road, Katonah, New York - - For a long time has been seek- 
ing accurate information about the Confederate Ironclad ALBERMARLE with the purpose of & 


building an accurate model. The original ship was built from plans prepared by John 
L. Porter, who converted the MERRIMAC, but it is not known if these still exist. 


087-5 - Hugh Gallagher, c/o Matson Navigation Co., 215 Market St., San Francisco 5, Cal. - 
states "I have been asked to make a talk on old-time ships going back to the very early 
days, and while I have some pictures in various books which can be copied, I am wondering 
if perhaps there are any available on stereoptican slides - and where can they be obtained. 


087-6 - James A. Spanos, 9945 Hilltop Drive, Baltimore 34, Md. -- writes, "I am working 
from a set of plans that are a little more complex than those previously used. They 
are enlarged plans for the PRINCE DE NEUTCHATEL (3/16). 

Question #1 - Which are the correct lines for the necessary lifts. There are what ap- 
pear to be two sets of lift lines. Those that appear directly below a scale and those 
that may be identified by saying they have the words sheer, port sill and deck 
designating the various lines. Another identification may be that these latter lines 
are dissected by vertical frame seetions and horizontal lines. 

Question #2 - In cutting the deck lift to profile, do I cut to the line marked "port 
sill" or the line marked “underside of deck at side"? 

Question #3 - In the view showing the various frame sections; which is the water-line 
line? On the right hand side I plan to use the second line below the line marked 
deck, and on the left hand side the sixth line from the top. 

4 - On this scale (3/16"-1'), what should be the overall length of the cannon barrels? 
5 - Can you recommend a source for American flags suitable for models of this era? 


087-7 - Andrew M. Underhill, Jr. - 37 Bellport Lane, Bellport, L.I., N.Y. - In con- 

nection with previous query 047-1: In the first query, it was stated "the ship 4 
SHENANDOAH, ex ROANOKE". There are two separate ships and not one ship with previous 

name as the phrasing implies. I meant SHENANDOAH and/or ROANOKE. Also, they are 
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both 4 masted barques, not ship rigged, built by Sewall in Maine. I want to make 
sure that anyone reading the query, will know to what vessels I am referring. Of 
course, I shall be interested in any information concerning the Sewall ships and 
ca other "Down Easters" built in the latter half of the 19th century. I have consulted 
Mark Henessey's book "The Sewall Ships of Steel", Lubbocks "Down Easters", and 
Matthews 2-volume work "American Merchant Ships" - all of which deal with history 
and voyages, rather than design, construction and rig. 


087-8 - Madeleine B. Stern, 317 West 99th Street, New York 25, N.Y. - - Mrs. Diane 
_Robotti advises that the inquirer is doing a book on American women "firsts" of the 
19th century and needs the first American Sea Captain (female) of that century. 


087-9 - Thomas E, Trable, 124 Patrician Drive, Hampton, Virginia - - Writes "I have 
been asked to build a model of the "ARK" described in the Bible. It must be as cor- 
rect as possible and am wondering if you have ever come across any information... 
or can recommend anyone in the Guild who could help me in this research." 


087-10 - John R. Stevens, 2 New London Road, Mystic, Connecticut - - Wishes to learn 


what became of the convict ship SUCCESS that toured the Eastern Seaboard and Great 
Lakes in the late '30s. 


RIGGING KINKS by George Moskovics, continued from page 98 
To Do a neat Job of Flemishing os 


Some lines like anchor tackle or small boat painters were flemished (that is, 
coiled up) on the deck. In actual practice these lines are flexible enough to ley 


in coils but the cordage used in ship models is too stiff for that. So here is one 
way to get the job done: 


Take a smooth piece of scrap, say two or three inches square and 3" thick. In 
the middle drill a hole just large enough to make a tight fit of the line to be 
flemished plus the sanded-down end of a toothpick. 


On the surface of the block mount a piece of scotch tape, sticky side up. This 
can be done by holding it in place with two other strips of scotch tape. Puncture 
the scotch tape over the drilled hole and reeve one end of the line through the 

hole, jamming it in place with the toothpick. 


Now coil the line around the toothpick, pressing the coils down on the scotch 
tape which will hold them in place. When the coil is as large as desired and with 
enough line left to lead where you want it on your model, withdraw the toothpick 
carefully so the center coils are not disturbed. Cut the scotch tape with the coil 


still adhering to it away from the block and trim off the end that went through the 
hole. 


Put your glue on the upper surface of the coil, making sure that each turn is 
lightly covered and mount it with the scotch tape side uppermost in its proper place 
on the model. Press the edges of the scotch tape down on the deck to hold the coil 
in place while the glue sets. When the glue has set, gently remove the scotch tape 
and there's your flemished line all ship-shape and Bristol fashion. 


SLOPCHEST. The following books lve been offered for sale by C. Davis, 3946 Hope 
ca Ave., Carlsbad, Calif. Bragdon DOWN EASTER 2.50; Brewington CHESAPEAKE BAY BUGEYES 

7.50; Chapelle AMERICAN SAILING CRAFT 5.00; BOATBUIIDING 5.50; BALTIMORE CLIPPER 
25.00; YACHT DESIGNING & PLANNING 4.50; Cutler GREYHOUNDS OF THE SEA 25.00; Darling 
MINIATURE RACING YACHTS 5.00; Davis SHIP MODEL BUILDERS ASSISTANT 17.50 
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DECQRATIVE HALF MODELS 


Robert Huebner, M.D. 


The form and lines of a sailing vessel are those of grace and beauty. Woods 
of various types also hold much interest because of the textures, colors and grains, 
or configuration. If we use the two together, the grace of one compliments the 
beauty of the other. After looking at a half model, the NEUFCHATEL, made of 
naturally finished African mahogany, which I have just completed, I was led to ex- 
periment with lines and woods. 


The first model of this type was that of a Bermuda sloop from Chapelle, 
taken from Chapman. These lines were redrawn to one-eighth scale, and a bread 
and butter half model was made, using black walnut and maple. To this was added 
rails, keel, rudder, and stem of oak and mahogany. When mounted on a panel of 
crotch brained walnut, a very striking model resulted. The model did not seem 
complete, however, and therefore sails were carved from white pine, bleached white 
and mounted on a plaque in position. 


Encouraged by the results and appearance, the fishing schooner BLUE NOSE 
presented a likely subject. fF. A. Magoun had reproduced her lines clearly at an 
eighth of an inch scale. Included in the book was a beautiful photograph of her 
with all sails set. For the hull, the lift or waterlines were drawn on amaranth, 
a heavy, dense, deep purple wood from Africa. To indicate the copper underbody, 
lifts of ireme were used. Separating the two at the waterline was a white boot 
top, and here a one-twentieth of an inch thick layer, or lift, of white holly was 
used. After all this was sawed to shape, they were glued with waterproof glue 
and clamped. Shaping to the lift lines then followed, using templates from the 
plans, wood rasps and carving tools. 


The entire model was sanded with progressively finer zine oxide papers until 
a fine satin surface resulted. Seven coats of water-clear lacquer were brushed 
on, rubbing each coat with 0000000 steel wool, outer coat with pumice and oil, 
finally finished with ea hard paste wax, rubbed to a soft patina. Like all things 
made of wood, a finish is achieved with much hand rubbing. Thus a soft patina 
is built up and the lacquer brings out the grain and color of the woods. 


The model had now deep purple topsides, white boot top, and a lemon yellow 
underbody. To this was added a keel, stem, stern and rudder of teak. A white 
holly deck, which was allowed to overhang the hull a bare one thirty-second of 
an inch, to form the molding was glued in place, and the bulwarks of amaranth peg- 
ged and glued on the deck. 


These pieces were all prefinished in the same fashion as the hull prior to 
gluing in place. Hull work was capped with a one-twentieth of an inch thick white 
holly main rail. The hull was mounted upon a panel of rotary cut red oak which 
had been previously finished with lacquer and waxed. The hull was mounted to the 
plaque by three one-inch #6 brass screws through the panel into the hull. Actual 
measurements of the spars and masts were used to bring them into the one-eighth 
inch scale, and made of birch, finished naturally. 


The sail measurements were adapted so that they would appear, when mounted, to 
be fillee by wind on the afterquarter. This required a little trial and error be- 
fore satisfactory measurements in sails were made, in order to give a lift to the 
boom, belly of the foot and leach, and so forth. The sails were carved from one 


Vol. 9, No. 4 NAUTICAL RESEARCH JOURNAL Page 115 


inch white pine with the plan of the grain running vertically or diagonally, de- 
& pending on the sail. Sails were bleached to an eggshell white, sanded and 

finished as the other wood parts had been done. No deck fittings were attempted. 
The sails were beveled so that the angle to the panel was correct, and fastened 
to the panel with two #3 one-quarter inch brass screws. Thus the appearance of a 

. ship under sail was created. This treatment brings a colorful model, as well as 
a@ reasonably authentic one. The one difficulty is that, with fine woods, no 

error can be made as we have no paints to cover our sins. 


Since the model of the BLUE NOSE, I have built the United States Revenue 
Schooner MORRIS, plans by Chapelle, using cocobolo, a deep orange wood, and primi- 
vera (the so-called white mahogany). Sails of bass wood bleached to a soft pink, 
mounted on a panel of birch. The ELIZABETH F. TODD, plans by Grimwood, using East 
Indian rosewood - dark maroon - and zebra wood. Sails of bleached gum, panel of 
pine. The CHALLENGE, by Chapelle, satinwood and cocobolo, sails of cedar, bleached. 
Panel of African crotch mahogany, bleached white. The SULTANA, plans from the NRG 


by Stevens, with gaboon ebony and Brazilian mahogany, mounted on a cherry panel 
with white holly sails. 


Now, a few remarks about the woods. Some are known to members; all are known 
to few woodworkers. Hard woods are much better to work than the conventional 
soft pine, bass wood, etc. Work must progress slowly and carefully, but a beauti- 
ful piece of wood deserves careful handling. Satinwood is a beautiful wood, both 
to see and work. A soft yellow color, but exceedingly hard, because of the dense 
grain. Macassar ebony is black with a mottled gray stripe, and, like the gaboon 
ebony, which is solid black, works hard. I like a rasp and file, followed by 
carving tools razor sharp, using polishing zine oxide papers for these three 

a woods. Amaranth is an exceedingly heavy purple wood, which works well without 
splitting. Cocobolo is deep orange with black streaking, is very hard, with an 
open grain much like amaranth. Zebra is probably well known, but is a buff 
colored wood with a mottled brown stripe. Both it and cocobolo have a very foul 
odor when sawed or worked. The mahoganys and rosewoods are the favorites of the 

cabinetmaker and are undoubtedly well known. 


I find that one-eighth inch seale is as small as can be conveniently worked 
and large enough to give a respectable model. I use Weldwood waterproof glue, 

applied under heavy pressure throughout. One dislikes to see patient work de- 

stroyed by moisture and atmospheric conditions. On my later models I heave been 
using a tung oil penetrating seal, cut with terp, and many coats rubbed with steel 
wool followed by hand rubbing with a hard paste wax. This gives a dyll gloss more 
in keeping with the woods. 


This has been a fascinating way to do modeling, and affords a respite from 
the full-rigged ship, especially where we cannot authenticate the lines, rigging 


or deck plans. I am now in the process of rescaling two frigates to be mounted on 
one plaque. 


The hulls are of gaboon ebony with the underbody of cocobolo and satinwood. 
White holly sails will be used, again carved in the manner as if the ship were 
receiving wind off the quarter rather than directly aft. With the model of the 


CYRENE, one of the two in building, I have used striped satinwood rather than 
quarter sawed. 


My only problem to date is that friends are attracted to the models, even 
though they know but little of ships or models; hence, I find that, after cam- 
pletion, few have remained in my possession. 


= 
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With careful selection of woods, almost any color can be reduplicated without 

#* the use of stains or paint. Combinations are legion and dependent only upon 
accessibility. The only changes produced were in the use of wood bleaches, and 
then only in the sails or mounting panels. 


---000--- 
LETTERS TO THE SECRETARY 
From G. C. (Jerry) Knewston, Milwaukee, Wisconsin - - - 


A year ago last spring I went down to see the first foreigner of the season 
and the first French Line ship I had ever seen in here. Found her in sort of a 
jam. The mv. City of Quebec was in the outer slip, headed in with her fanny to a 
hell of a northeaster and unable to back out against it and waiting for tugs. 
That slip heads northeast and lines up exactly with the harbor entrance, and when 
it blows hard from the NE the seas have about 200 miles of open water to make up 
in. The harbormaster had told the French skipper that a NE blow was expected and 
that he would be a wise man if he got her turned around while the weather was 
favorable and be prepared to get out when the blow began. 


The Frenchman was doing his best to stand on his nose when the tugs got to 
him, and they broke a hawser when they tried to get him clear. Once clear, he 
steamed round into the inner basin and though these two tugs were still with him 
running up a towing charge, he dropped his hook and put her alongside himself. 
That little maneuver brought both tugboat skippers out of their respective pilot 
houses “what the helling" and "He can't anchor here", but the Frenchman had his 

é way, wound her round on the hook and brought her alongside with two big steam 
tugs standing by. I guess the Frenchman wanted to show them he could do it after 
pulling that boner of sticking in the outer slip until he couldn't get out. What- 
ever he was trying to prove it didn't save him a whopping towing bill, for no 
sooner was he tied up than a tugboat skipper was waiting on the dock making 
motions of signing a check. Ordinarily those foreigners don't require the aid of 
a tug, nor will they take a tug if they need one unless they are absolutely up 
against it. In fact, they are so tight they shut down their generator if they are 


not using lights for loading or unloading. They light their companion ways with 
kerosene lanterns. 


The harbor master here who used to run a supply business to ships said the 
foreigners used to lay in a supply of baled fish when they left home and that did 
them until they reached home once again. American lakers feed good. I used to 
help the harbor master in his supply business and the ships took nothing but the 
best. We used to time our deliveries, if possible, to around mealtime and the 
cook was always good for a quarter of home baked apple pie, and sometimes a thick 
steak with all the trimmings. Their pies were always quartered and everything 
else was served in like proportions. I look back on those years as the "golden 
age". 


= 
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LETTERS TO THE SECRETARY (continued ) 


From Commander James H, Willey, Yountville, California - Secretary of the San 
Francisco Chapter of the N.R.G. - - - , 


Enclosed are some newspaper clippings, about our latest vessel acquired for 
the S. F. Nautical Museum, the 3 Masted Schooner, ©. H. Thayer. One clipping is 
before she sailed from Seattle. The other is after she arrived in S.F. They had 
a bad time. Kortam was one of the crew and made the trip. 


As you see by the later clipping, we have several vessels for the Museum 
now. The Chinese Junk, "Free China" was sailed across the Pacific, from Formosa, 
by five Chinese boys who gave the vessel to us, and now all are attending San 


Francisco State College. I guess I better enclose to you a clipping about that 
also, rather than try to tell you. 


We expect to get the "Wapama", - a McCormick Steamship Co. combination Freight 
and Passenger Lumber Steam Schooner, of the old days. She was a powerful vessel. 
In the spring of 1926, Mr. J. Coffroth, the owner of the Tia Juana Race Track, 
bought the sailing square Rigger, "Star of India" and gave it to the City of San 
Diego (Balboa Park Museum) for a Maritime Museum and also for use as a U. S. 

Naval Reserve Armory. I was asked to take it down from 5.F. to San Diego. I got 
a Navy Tug to get it out of the Alaska Packer's Yard at Alameda and we dropped the 
old style fluke anchor off Pier 40 at S.F. I hired only three seamen for wheel 
watches, an Engineer for the deck boiler and steam capstan and a cook. At Pier 40 
it was this same vessel, the WAPAMA, that picked us up and towed us to San Diego, 
on her regular run. It was about the quietest trip I ever made, although during 
World War I, I took a Seagoing Drydock out to the Aleutian Islands, was fairly quiet. 


From Edmund F. Moran, East Boston, Massachusetts - - To date I have sent to Mystic 
Seaport a nameboard from the five-masted schooner CORA F. CRESSY and the steering 
wheel of the ill-fated Gloucesterman SADIE M. NUNAN. I have also founded an or- 
ganizetion called "THE SCHOONER L. A. DUNTON ASSOCIATES". We strive to have the 


DUNTON, a former sailing Gloucesterman, enshrined at Mystic, and preserved for her 
many admirers..... 


From James C. Kleinschmidt, llystic Seaport, Connecticut - - As you know I am en- 
gaged in a rather extensive restoration of the "MORGAN". Last week (June 1957) my 
carpenters started on the stern (port side is completed) and commenced opening up 
the transom. As the old planking was removed, it became evident we were uncovering 


what is to my knowledge an unknown fact. Staring us in the face were the finished 
steps and sills of four stern windows. 


The evidence is too positive and conclusive for there to be any conjecture about 
their original existence and I made haste to have it all carefully photographed 
then and there. Since the vessel was constructed in 1841, stern windows are, of 
course, completely in keeping, but have apparently long since been forgotten. It 
is our intention to restore the vessel to her '41 appearance as closely as we can, 
and this new discovery is without a doubt going to cause much comment among the 
"experts". 


The existence of the windows incidently is confirmed on page 121 of Haley's "Whale 

Hunt", a contemporary aecount of a voyage on the "MORGAN" from 1849 - 1853. Ap- 
2 parently no one picked up this item until after our discovery. Stern windows re- 
quire a transom arch board, so the old vessel should take on a much more attractive 
appearance..... 
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INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 


BROWN, EMMETT EDWARD - - 301 Mission Street, San Francisco, California: Is intro- 
duced by Willis Nye, who advises that Mr. Brown is a ship model builder interested 
in sailing ships. 


BUTRICK, FRANK M. - - 12700 Shaker Boulevard, Cleveland 20, Ohio: Writes, "I 
recently picked up a copy of the N. R. Journal in a used-book store and enjoyed 
reading the copy very much - - -. We are still waiting for ir. Butrick's member- 
ship report to present more information on his nautical interests. 


CHANDLER Jr., ROBERT FRANKLIN - ~ 209 C. Hillcrest Manor, Utica, New York: Is 
introduced by Dick Orr who tells us Mr. Chandler is a model builder interested in 
sailing ships of the 19th century. 


HMMS, S. A. G. - - 4 Russell Terrace, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, England: Is 
introduced by lr. J. B. Taylor, but details of his nautical research activities 
will have to wait on receipt of a membership report. 


HANSEN, CHARLES H. - - 615 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades, California: Heard 

about our activities through Dick Orr. He writes, "Interested in history of all types 
of sailing ships, especially early American (circa 1600 - -). Have been building 

ship models for the past 15 years and am presently working on an 1/8" scale model of 

the Frigate CONSTITUTION. I served 2$ years in the South Pacific on a 37’ off shore 

patrol boat and am still interested in small boat handling and navigation." 


LETCHER, Miss CAROL SUSAN - - Route #1, box 296-A, San Bernardino, California: Is 
introduced by Mrs. Peter Robotti, who advises Miss Letcher has accomplished consider- 
able research on the cruise of the Frigate ESSEX during the War of 1812. 


MENG, STANLEY L. - - 1107 Bensch St., Lansing 12, Michigan: Introduced by Willis 
Nye, who tells us lr. Meng is a model builder interested in sailing ships of 1600-1900. 


MOYES, W. T. - - 146 Seventh Avenue, San Francisco, California: Is introduced by 
Commander James H. Willey - but we shall have to wait for the membership report to 
give more details about Mr. Moyes’ field of research. 


PRIME, ALFRED COXE - - R. D. #1, North Valley Road, Malvern, Pennsylvania: Is 
introduced by Karl *. Wede. Mr. Prime reports that he is "still a green hand", but 
expects to conduct his initial research on team boats and snag boats. 


STEWART, ROBERT E. - - 97 High Street, Mystick, Connecticut: Advises he has a 
general interest in ships and the sea particularly of the American Revolutionary 

and War of i8le2e periods. He is a model builder and a member of the Marine Historical 
Association of Mystic. 


WHIPPLE Jr., SHERMAY L. - - 50 Terminal Street, Boston 29, Massachusetts: Is 
introduced by Mr. Herbert S. Evans, who tells us that Mr. Whipple is a yachtsman 
and marine historian. 


ROSTER sDJUSTMENTS 
(The following names of members should be added to the latest Roster) 


FENERIN, WILLIAM N. - - 1110 Guinada Street, Palo alto, California 

LE VAN Jr., HOWARD A. ~ - 25 North Front street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

POWELL, EDWARD E. - - 3913 Peckham Avenue, Bakersfield, California 
(continued on page 121) 
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS (Continued from page 118) 


BRAGDON, ROGER - - Saxtons River, Vermont 

= DE GENRING Jr., WALTER C. - - 2333 Lancaster Avenue, Baldwin, L.I., New York 
HARRINGTON, JAMES G. - - Route #7, Hamilton, Virginia 
HENNING, ARTHUR G. - - c/o Art Model Studios, 12-14 S. Third Ave., Mt. Vernon, N.Y. 
HUEBNER, Dr. ROBERT - - 234 Hast State Street, Hastings, Michigan 
IVES, Captain ARTHUR P. - - 10 Edna Terrace, New Hartford, New York 
JENKINS, LAWRENCE W. - - 35 Newcastle Road, Peabody, Massachusetts 
RASER, OLIVER B. - - Box 572, Winter Park, Florida (November 10 to April 10) 


DEATHS 
It is with deep regret we announce the passing of old friends and valued members of 
the li. R. Guild, and our deepest sympathy has been extended to the families of: 


Mr. «A. J. Fisher of Royal Oak, Michigan (October 10, 1957) 
Mr. Gerald C. Knewston of Milwaukee, Wisconsin (October 27, 1957) 


BOOK REVIEWS 


"ARCHITECTURA NAVALIS MERCATORA" by Fredrik Henrik af Chapman (1769), a reprint by 
Robert Loef (Publisher) of Magdeburg, East Germany, distributed by Karl F. Wede, 
Inc., Route #3, Box 195 R, Saugerties, New York (#18.50) 


This is a classic reference work that has been used by historians and model builders 
alike during the past two hundred years, and will endure until such time as the seas 
become dry and man forgets his ancient heritage. The volume prepared by the Lloef 
Company contains an index in English, but the introduction by Dr. Fredrik Neumeyer 
of Stockholm, is in German. The bulk of the work is devoted to 60 plates (13"x83") 

* covering merchant vessels; packet boats; pleasure vessels, for sailing and rowing; 
boats, large and small for the use of ships; privateers; and selected vessels of other 
nations. Comparative scales appear on each plate and details are sufficient in most 

instances for model construction with a minimum of supplemental research. Although the 

initial cost of this work appears substantial in camparison with other modern works, 
the investment will prove worth while for serious students of nautical research. 


“ELEMENTS OF MASTMAKING, SaILiisKING sAND RIGGING" by David Steel (1794), a reprint by 
Rdward W. Sweetman, Publisher, One Broadway, New York 4, New York ($17.50) 


This is the third reproduction by Publisher Edward W. Sweetman of books dear to the 
heart of the marine researcher and ship modelbuilder. His previous endeavors, e.g. 
"Young Sea Officer's Sheet Anchor" by Darcy Lever and "Ship Model Builder's Assistant” 
by Charles G Davis, hive paved the wey for this latest ambitious undertaking. The 
original "Elements" were compiled in 1794 by David Steel, an Admiralty agent for charts 
and publisher of nautical works of merit. The history of the entire work is contained 
in the Editor’s introduction. The present edition was reproduced from the 1932 edition 
and omits some items which add nothing to the essential details that are included. 

The subjects of masting, sailmaking and rigging practices of the period are treated 
exhaustively with accompanying illustrations as required. The famous tables of di- 
mensions of standing and running rigging, with species, size and number of blocks, 
hearts, deadeyes, etc. are included and 5 plates showing construction of masts for 
various war ships are included in a pocket attached to the inner back cover. The 
investment required for this work is considerably less than the $125 required to 
purchase one of the older editions, and it is evident that the publisher has once 

more made a rare work available to the interested public. 


(Continued on page 122) 
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The NAUTICAL RESEARCH JOURNAL is published by members of the NAUTICAL RESEARCH 
GUILD. Membership dues are 5.00 per annum and include all issues of the Journal 
published during the year, plus index of the current volume, plus copy of the latest 
Membership Ro:ter. New members receive the numbers which have been previously is- 
sued in the current year. 

Dues are payable Januarv First of each year and are in force until receipt of 
the written resignation of the member. Opinions and assertions appearing in the 
Journal are the private ones of the writers. all rights are reserved and republi- 
cation of materiul published should not be accomplished without the permission of 
the secretary. 

The NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD is a non-profit and co-operative organization 
founded in 1928 by Harry D. Hamilton. All income of the Guild is used to defray 
publication and business expenses of the organization. No officer or member re- 
ceives any monetary compensation for his contribution. 


Secretary-Treasurer, James W. Harbin, Jr., 411C Beall Street, Landover Hills, Md. 
Membership Chairman, Willis L. Nye, 3058 Bridge street, Hayward, California 

Asst. Secretary, Thomas Hornsby, 537 Boyer Road, Cheltenham, Pennsylvania 

Asst. Chrmn. Mbrsp. Comm., F.J.Watson, Jr., 204 David Dr. A-l, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 


BOOK REVIEWS (Continued from page 121) 


"F L", by H.C.P. Rohrbach, J. H. Piening and F. Schmidt, published by J. F. Colton 
& Co., Flagstaff, Arizona (g1C.00C) 


This is the story of the F. Laeisz Company of Hamburg, Germany and covers a period 
of 151 years. The firm has occupied an important position in the export-import busi- 
ness as well as the internetional maritime insurance field. The famous "Flying F" 
nitrate clippers were owned and operateu by the firm as well as many other related 
enterprises. Because of the significant impact this firm has exerted on world com- 
merce and maritime history, we believe this work deserves the close attention of 
those who are devoted to nautical historical research. 


"CROSSING Tiki LINE" by Dr. Harry idiller Lydenberg, published by The New York Public 
library, Sth Avenue and 42nd Street, New York 18, New York (¥5.00) 


Dr. Lydenberg explains that his work is the result of a quest for definite and re- 
liable details about why, when, where and how travelers told about the way the cros- 
Sing of the equetor, or any other important stretch on land or sea was marked. His 
accounting starts with a 1529 French discourse on a voyage to Sumatra and progresses 
through the centuries to wind up with a 1954 description of the "homage and purifi- 
cation" rendered to King Neptune and queen Amphitrite. There are a few illustrations 
included, anc it is to be noted that there are long descriptions in French that are 
lost to the reader unless he or she has a ready command of the language. 


"THE TRANSATLANTIC MAIL" by Frank staff, published by adlard Coles Ltd., in associa- 
tion with John De Graff, Inc., 31 East 10th Street, New York 3, New York ($8.50) 


A very interesting work written by a prominent member of the Postal Historical Society 
that clearly presents the progress of the postal services offered by Great Britain and 
the United States during the 19th century. The book is divided into two parts, the 
first of which contains many rare anecdotes and facts not generally available in most 
nautical histories, and the second which provides authentic lists of all regular mail 
carrying ships from 1702 to the end of the 19th century, rates of postage, and inter- 
esting "remarks" about the vessels engaged in the business. The work contains a num- 
ber of ship illustrations as well as reproductions of contemporary cachets. It is 
definitely a desirable reference for our philatelic friends and the accounts of the 
establishment and maintensnce of the packet service are valuable background material 
for other nautical historians. 
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